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Comment
Treatment of 2,2-disubstituted t-butyl β-keto esters with trifluoroacetic acid at room temperature quantitatively generates the corresponding 2,2-disubstituted β-keto acids, which were used to probe the nature of the transition state of their thermal decarboxylation (Logue et al., 1975) . Structurally similar indanone-derived β-keto ester derivatives have been prepared recently (Alemán et al., 2007; Elsner et al., 2008; Mouri et al., 2009; Noritake et al., 2008; Rigby & Dixon, 2008; Wang et al., 2006) . The directing nature of weak C-H···O H-bonds has been noted to be of importance to afford the three dimensional structure observed in these kinds of molecules (Karle et al., 2009) .
In this contribution we present the solid state structure of one such 2,2-disubstituted β-keto acid, i.e. the title compound being the 4-nitrophenyl derivative, and its structure is compared with those of a series of other such compounds with different substitutents in the para-position of the phenyl ring.
The title compound, C 15 H 19 N 1 O 5 , which is the final compound in a series of four (Crosse et al., 2010; Gould et al., 2010; Logue et al., 2010) , is bent and has a dihedral angle between the mean planes of the phenyl ring and the ester functionality of 61.8 (2)°. The low value of the dihedral angle, 0.8 (2)°, between the mean planes for the nitro group and the phenyl ring suggests coplanarity. Each molecule is bonded to four adjacent molecules by weak C-H···O hydrogen bonding interactions.
Both phenyl H-atoms ortho to the ketone O-atom form C-H···O hydrogen bonds with keto O atoms of two neighboring molecules (of the keto and ester groups, respectively), and the two other interactions involve H-atoms on the dimethyl group displaying C-H···O interactions with the O-atoms on the nitro groups, Fig. 3 . These four interactions for each molecule result in two-dimensional sheets with a hydrophilic interior held together by weak H-bonded interactions and a hydrophobic exterior composed of protruding methyl groups (from the t-butyl moiety) which interact with the same on adjacent sheets, Fig. 4 . This arrangement seems to result in a more tightly packed arrangement of molecules than in the other three derivatives, which without the nitro group as another acceptor for C-H···O interactions form only C-H···O bonded chains rather than layers and this might also be the reason why the density at 1.228 g/cm -3 is greatest for the title compound compared to the other three molecules which range from 1.108-1.194 g/cm
The four structures studied which differ only in the substituent on the para-position of the phenyl ring of the title compound, H-, , CH 3 -, (Gould et al., 2010) , Cl-, (Crosse et al., 2010) , and NO 2 -, (this paper) are structurally very similar and there are no significant differences in the bonding distances or bond angle measurements in these four complexes. They do however display some conformational flexibility which are expressed by the slight variations of the torsion angles of the t-butyl oxopropanoate unit, listed in Table 2 (the common atom numbering used for all four atoms is given in Figure 2 ). Individually these angles vary by only small amounts, the largest variation is observed for 2-1-7-8 (the torsion angle between the phenyl ring and the plane of the keto functionality) wihich differs by 35° between the NO 2 -and the CH 3 -compound with -154.6 (3) and +170.4 (2) °, respectively. The maximum deviation for the next two torsion angles along the C(=O)-C-C(=O)-O-C backbone are with 17.22 (for 1-7-8-11) and 11.42 (for 7-8-11-O3) still significant.
The last of these four torsion angles (8-11-O3-12), shows no significant variation between the four compounds.
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The similarity of the torsion angles leads for all four compounds to a similar molecular geometry. They are all bent and the t-butyl 2,2-dimethyl units are folding back on the phenyl moiety with angles between the two units between 61.8 (2) and 75.3 (1)° at the extreme for the NO 2 -and CH 3 -substituted derivatives. The variations of the torsional angles result however in slightly different conformations for the four molecules, as can be seen in overlays between the various molecules as shown in Figs. 5 to 10. In all figures the six phenyl C-atoms in the two molecules depicted were positioned on top of one another in the overlay using the program Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) . The effect of the torsional angle defined as 2-1-7-8 is then apparent as this displays the greatest variation among the other selected torsional angles listed in Table 2 . As discussed above, the greatest difference in this angle occurs between the CH 3 -and the NO 2 -derivative, Fig. 9 , and in this drawing the t-butyl groups display the greatest separation compared to the others. On the other hand the overlay displayed in Fig. 7 featuring the H-and NO 2 -derivatives show the largest overlap between the two molecules with equivalent 2-1-7-8 torsional angles of -160.6 (2) and -154.6 (3)°.
These different conformations and the resultant shapes necessarily lead to different packing of the molecules, caused by different combinations of weak C-H···O interactions. These result in infinite chains of vastly different linkage arrangements in the case of the H-, , CH 3 -, (Gould et al., 2010) , and Cl-, (Crosse et al., 2010) , derivatives and a 2-dimensional sheet for the NO 2 -derivative (this paper). One constant theme in all of these structures is the acidity of one of the hydrogen atoms in the dimethyl moiety as one of the H atoms is involved in hydrogen bonding in all of them as is the case for other β-keto esters (Alemán et al., 2007; Elsner et al., 2008; Mouri et al., 2009; Noritake et al., 2008; Rigby & Dixon, 2008; Wang et al., 2006) .
Experimental
Crystals of the material were synthesized as reported earlier and were grown by evaporation of a solution in hexane (Logue, 1974 
Refinement
All H atoms were placed at calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic) or 0.96 Å (methyl) and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) constrained to be 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl groups and 1.2 U eq (C) for all other C atoms. The quality of the data as reflected by only 66% of the reflections observed, large ADP's and inaccurate C-C bond lengths is low. The data had been collected on a 30 year old single point detector instrument not equipped with a low temperature device as part of a class project with undergraduate students. Due to the time constraints imposed by the class schedule a maximum exposure time of 60 s had to be alloted for measuring each reflection.
supplementary materials sup-3 Figures   Fig. 1. ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) drawing of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Fig. 2 . Labelling of the atoms for the purposes of defining the equivalent torsional angles in Table 2 . Fig. 3 . A Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) illustration of the packing of the title compound depicting the H-bonded linkages to four adjacent molecules using blue dashed lines. (Macrae et al., 2008) with H-(red), and CH 3 -(blue), (Gould et al., 2010) as substituents on the para position of the phenyl ring. Fig. 6 . Overlay of molecules produced with Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) with H-(red), and Cl-(blue), (Crosse et al., 2010) as substituents on the para position of the phenyl ring. Fig. 7 . Overlay of molecules produced with Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) with H-(red), as the substituent on the para position of the phenyl ring and the title compound (blue). Fig. 8 . Overlay of almost isosteric molecules produced with Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) with CH 3 -(red), (Gould et al., 2010) and Cl-(blue), (Crosse et al., 2010) as substituents on the para position of the phenyl ring. Fig. 9 . Overlay of almost isosteric molecules produced with Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) with CH~3~-(red), (Gould et al., 2010) as the substituent on the para position of the phenyl ring and the title compound (blue). Fig. 10 . Overlay of almost isosteric molecules produced with Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) with Cl-(red), (Crosse et al., 2010) as the substituent on the para position of the phenyl ring and the title compound (blue).
tert-Butyl 2-methyl-2-(4-nitrobenzoyl)propanoate
Crystal data 
Special details
Experimental. (North et al., 1968) Number of psi-scan sets used was 2. Theta correction was applied. Averaged transmission function was used. No Fourier smoothing was applied.
Geometry. All s.u.'s (except the s.u. in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. 
